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THE SINNER 


Conuerſion. 


The Text. 


Luke 29. verſes 1. 2. 3.4. 5. 
t. Now when leſs entred and paſſed through Terichs. 

2. Behold, there was a man named Zacchers, which was 
the chiefe receaner of the tribute, and he was rich. 

3. And he ſought to ſee Ieſns, who he ſhould be, and could 
mot for the preaſe, becauſe he was of a low ſtature. 

4. Wherefore he ranne before, and chmed vp into a wild 
Figge tree, that he might ſee him, for hee ſhould come that 
WAY. pe 
E end when Teſus came to the place, he locked vp, and 
ſaw him, and ſaid unto him, Zacchens, come downe at once: 
for to day I muit abide at thine houſe. 


N the end of the Chapter before go- 
ing, we may ſee how Chriſt healed a 
wan, blind in his bodily fight, name- 
ly Bartimeus, whereby hee ſheweth 
himſelfe to be the Phiſition of the 
| a/| body : Heere we ſhall ſce howe hee 
- cured one blinde in minde, namely 
Zacchens , whereby he ſheweth himſelfe to be the Phi- 
fition of the ſoule , and therefore the Sauiour of the 
whole man, NE 
In ſpeaking of Zacchewa and his converſion, we will 
obſcrue fonre circumſtances. Firſt the place where hee 
A3 was 
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T he ſinners conuerſion, 
was called which was Tericho. Secondly,the perſon that 
was called, Zacchers the Publican . Thirdly, by whom 
& how he was called, by the voyce of Chriſt. And la(t- 
lie,the cffc&t and fruit of his calling,his good confeſſion. 


—_ 


The firt circum$Fance. 


Firſt therefore for the place where he was conuerted, . 


It appearcth to be Iericho,a Citty not farre diſtant from 
Icrufalem. Ie was ſometime a notable Citry, till it was 
ſubucrted and ruinated by the Lords Champion Ioſua, 
It was builded againe in the dayes of Ahab,by Hiell the 
Bethelite,and-remaineth at this day with the reſt of that 
holy Land, vnder the Turkiſh Empire . Vnto this Te- 
richo, the Lorde of hcauen and carth vouchſafeth to 
come in the likenes of a ſeruant. And as Ioſua compal- 
ſed Iericho ſeauen times minding to deſtroy it,fo Chriſt 
the true Toſua, reforted oftentimes to Tericho, minding 
to ſauc it . But as in the deſtruQtion of Iericho, Toſua 
{pared none but Rahab tlic harlot: ſo Teſs ni his jour- 
ney to-Tericho, conuerted none but Zacchers the Pubs 
lican. When Tofua had conquered and raſed Iecricho, 
he ſowed ſalt in it to make it barren, and curſed him that 
ſhould attempt-to builde it vp : yet in this barren ſoile 
Chrilt hath his ſpiritual] harucft, and.in this curſed Cit- 
tie he hath a-holy Temple, a bleſſed building . Samaria 
that wickedcitty,affordeth many that belceue in Chriſt. 
John, 4, 39. And out of Galile, from whence they 
thought no goodthing might come, Tohn 1. verſe 46. 
Chriſt called divers of his Apoſtles, and cuecnin Ieri- 
cho this curſed Citty,. Chriſt hath a rich. man that is to 
befaued. In cucry place-Chiiſt hath his choſen. There 
1s neyther Iewe nor Gentile, Barbarian nor Scithian, 
bond nor free, bue Chriſt izall inall, co all that call vp- 
pon him. Rom, 20, 32, 
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The ſinners conuerſion, 


T he ſecond circum#ance, va 


Now followeth the deſcription of Zacchenr, which is 
molt plainly & fully (et forth vnto vs. The holy Ghoſt 
ſpeaking of Zacchexs and his conuerſion,comes in with 
an Ecce, Behold, as if it were a wonder that, Zacchens 
thould be converted, Zacchexs wasa Gentile, a Publi- 
can, and a rich man, and therefore behold a miracle, as 
ifin the conuerfion of Zacchers, theſe three ſhould be 


conuerted at once. 


Zaccheus was a Gentile,a meruaile to ſeea Gentile, be- 14.4, r9.v5 


comea lewe: thatis, to beleeue in Chriſt. Hee wasa 
principall Publican. A ſtrange thing to ſee a chicfe Cu- 
ſtomer to giue ouer his office : and hee was rich alſo: a 
rare matter to ſee a rich man to enter into the kingdome 
of God: and therefore behold a miracle,as if at this day, 


the Turke, the Pope, and the King of Spaine, were at Rom.2, at. 


onceperſwaded to forſake their idolatry & ſuperſtition. 
Chriſt going to Teruſalem, conuerteth a Gentile,to ſig- 
nifie the calling of the Gentiles : he conuerteth a Publi- 
can, to ſhew that notorious ſinners may hope to be ſa- 
ued,if they repent and amend,as Zacchens did. He con- 
uerteth a rich man, to ſhew that all rich men are not cx- 
cluded fromthe kingdome of heauen. | | 
He was called Zacchers before his converſion, but he 
was never truly called Zacchexs till Chriſt called him fo. 
His name ſignifying, fimple, pure, honeſt; but his life 
was ſubtile, impure, and a deteſtable. Thus many 
are called by honeſt names, whoſe deedes bewray their 
diſhoneſt natures, and vices oftentimes are ſhrowded in 
the habites of vertue, like Efops Aſſe, masking inthe 
Lyons skinne, till his long eares deteR his folly, or like 
the Crow thatis decked in | ul cucry bird 
doe pluck his feather, 


CY 
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T he ſinners connerſion. 


Zacchews by his profeſſion was a Publican,and there. 
fore much detelted of the Tewes: for Publicans were 


the Romaine Officers, appointed to gather and receaue 


publique cuſtome or tribute of the Iewes, who were at 
that time in ſubieion vnto the Romaines. And a- 
mongſt theſe Officers, Zacchers was the chiefe, and (as 
ut ſeemeth) Ouer-ſeer of the reſt that were in lericho, 
and therefore in chiefe hatred among the Iewes, as one 
that chiefely fauoured the Romaines tiranny,and fcrued 
to abridge their Country liberty, which ought not to be 
ſubic to any Nation. 

Beſides, he contemned the ceremonies of the Tewes, 
and regarded not their Religion, nor hued after theyr 
law, and therefore with the reſt of the Heathen Publi- 
canes, was excommunicate out of theyr Sinagogue. 
Math. 18. 

Thus was he hated for his profeſſion, becauſe he was 
a Publican, and for his Religion, becauſe he was a Hea- 
then. Yet was hee beloued for his wealth, for rich men 
haue many friends. Prou. 14. 20. And though they do 
neuer ſo wickedly, yet haue they ſom to take their parts. 


It they ſpeake neuer ſo proudly, yet are there ſome to 


prayſe their ſaying. Eccle.13.2 3.24. 

Zacchers was a Publican, and therfore rich : for Pub- 
licans muſt needs be rich, and Vſurers will be wealthie. 
But rich Publicans make poore Princes, and wealthy 
Vſurers make many beggers. In cyery prouince there 
were many Puvlicans, and therefore much poore peo- 
plein every place: for where there be many Caterpil- 
lers, the fruite is ſoone conſumed, and where there be 
many extortioners, beggers muſt needs abound. 

By the Law of God, there might be no beggersin If- 
raell, but when ſo many Publicanes were ſuffered to re- 
ceaue tribute of the Tewes contrary to Gods Lawe, no 
meruaile though ſo many fate and begged, contrary to 
Gods Law. Luke 18. John 9. As 3. By the Lawe of 


God, 
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The ſinners conuerſion. 

God, there ought to be no beggers among Chriſtians. 
Pſal. 32. 25. But when ſo many vſurers arc tolleratcd in 
a chriſtian Common-wealth, contrary to the Laweof 
Chriſt, Luke 6.35. no meruaile though we haue ſoma» Leuit 35,36 
nie beggers, contrary to the minde of Chriſt. The poore 37- 
(faith Chriſt) yee ball hane alwaies with you, but when you Mark, 14.fs 
»ill you may doe them good: and we ſhall be ſure to have 
the poore amone(t vs alwaies, but wee muſt make ſuch pc,1n, Jr, 
good prouiſion - them, that they be not faine to beg 
their bread, 

Thus was Zacchews rich to himſelfe, for hee wasa |, ,.  .., 
Publican, bur he was rich toward God alſo, for he had a we” 


- defiretoſee Chrilt. Almighty God, who # rich tn mer- 


cie, Ephe. 2. hath ſo inſpired his heart with the defire of 
heauenly riches, that whereas before his whole delight 
was in ſecking of worldly wealth, now his greateſt care 
is to ſecke for heauenly treaſure. Hee nowe forgetteth 
what his profeſlion is, and begins to be of a new profeſ- 


| ſion: and hee whoſe heart was wholy ſet vpon earthly 


profit, is now like old Simeon, molt defirous to ſee his 
Sauiour. The Tetrarch Herod deſired to ſee Chriſt, 
and deſpiſed him when he ſaw him. Luke, 23.8,1 1. but 


- Zacchews the Publican, deſired to ſee Chriſt, and reioy- 


ced when he ſaw him, like Abraham that deſired to ſee 
the day of Chriſt, John 8, 56. and therefore of the ſer- 
uant of ſathan , Z accheus is nowe become the childe of 
Abraham,which rcioyced to ſee the day of Chriſt. Hap- 
pie were his eyes that ſawe ſo bleſſed a ſight, for many 
Prophets and righteous men have deſired to ſee and to Luke, 18, 
heare thoſe thinges that Zacchers both ſawe and heard, 
and could not ſee nor heare the ſame. If Jacob thought 
himſelfc happy, if that hee mighe but ſee his ſonne [o- Gen.45. 
ſeph before his death, then ſurely thriſe happy Zacchers 
whoſe hapit was not onely toſce (as Jacob did) but to 
reioyce (as Mary did) in Chriſt his Saviour. 

As Zaccheus was delirous to ſce Chrilt in carth, fo I 

h would 
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T be ſinners conuerſion. 


would haue the 11ch men of our time, deſirous to ſe 
Chriſt in heauen. For although with the eyes of our bo- 
dy we cannot (ec chriſt as Zacchens did,yet with the cies 
of our faith we may bchold him as Stephen did, Acts 7. 
But if our faith be ſo weake ſighted that we cannot fee ? 
Chriſt,yet let vs hauc a delire to heare chriſt in his word, 
E. whereby our faith may be increaſed, for faith cometh by 
E-- _ oe hearing.the word of God. And as the Queene of the 
F- 1B South deſired to heare the wiſdom of Salomon,ſo let vs 
be deſirous to heare the wiſedom of chriſt our Sauiour. 
King Salomon left ſome bookes in writing, wherein 
15 ſcene ſome part of his wiſedom, and Chriſt our King, 
hath left vnto vs his moſt ſacred word, as it were a taſte 
of his wiſcdome, ſufficient matter for our ſaluation, this 
1s that heauenly food, Math. 44. whereby our ſoules are 
# fed vnto eternall life, let vs therefore labour for that hea» 
> ucnly food : and as the Ifſraclites were carefull to gather 
: Exod.1g, Manna to ſuſtaine their bodies, ſo let vs be as carefull to 
heare the word to feedeour ſoules . The people in the 
time ef Chriſt, Tohn 6, 24. tooke great paines to fol- 
low Chriſt both by land and ſea, and many now adayes 
(I confelle) are very forward to follow his faithfull Mi- 
niſters, but as they followed Chriſt ſo faſt to fill theyr 
lon 6,26, bellies, ſo theſe frequent Sermons for faſhion to ſerue 
"the time. 
Zacchess is delirous to ſee Chriſt, a godly care, but yee 
hee could not obtaine his purpoſe : a thing common z 
for cuery one that hath any good motion, hath alwayes 
£ ſome hinderance to croſle the ſame, and Zaccheus hath 
"=, a double impediment to hinder his honeſt enterpriſe : 
> Two impe- The preafcof the people, and his little ſtature. Where- 
Prnctas of the former, that is, the multitude, is alwaies wont to 
$ be an cnemie to thoſe that would come to Chriſt. This 
hindered the blind man fro receauing his ſight, Luk 18, 
for the people rebuked him that hee ſhould hold his 
peace, till Chiiſt called hun and opened his eyes . This 
4 _ - hindred 
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T be ſinners connerſton. 
hindred them that broughe the man ſick of the Pavlſie, 
Mark,2,tor they could not com at Chriſt for the preaſg, 
till they vncoucred the rooſe of the houſe, and let down 
the bed wherein the ſick of the pailie lay. 

'Fhis hindered che healing of the deafe and dumbe, 
Mark,7, till Chri{t cook him afide out of the multitude, 
and cured him. T his hindered the raiſing of the Ruicrs 
daughter, Math. 9, till Chriſt had chruſt out che Min- 

{trels and the multitude, and then reſtored the mayd to * 
life. Finally, this hindered Zacchens heere from com- 
ming vnto chriſt , till chriſt vouchſafed to call him to 
himſclfe . Thus alwayes a multitude that is prone to 
euill, doth with-draw and hinder vs from approching 
vnto chriſt : and therefore we muſt not follow a multi- 
tude to doe cuill, nor decline after many to ouerthrow 
the cruth. Exod. 23. | 

Fhe fecond impediment that hindereth Zacchens 

from ſeeing chriſt, is his little ſtature. He was ſo low of 
ſtature,chat hecould not ſee chriſt above the multitude: 
but chriſt was aboue the multitude, and therefore could 
ſce Zaccheus though he were fo low of ſtature. For God. _. 
looketh not on the countenance, nor on the height of \'5, ,; = 7 
mans ſtature, but the Lord beholdeth the heart, and; " = 
pmn_ little Dauid before Eliab his eldeſt brother, 1 

ecauſe hee findeth in him a better heart to ſerve the 

Lord. And Zacchers in his little body, hath a heart and 
minde prepared tofecke and ſee the Lord . Zaccherus 
was ſo low, that he could not ſee Chriſt, but many a- 
moneſt vs are fo high that they vvill not ſee Chriſt. 

The common people in time of Chriſt, were ſo defi- 
rous to followe Chriſt, that neither lamenes, nor blind- 
nes,nor {icknes,could ftay them from comming to himz 
but the common people in our time, are more readie \ 

to follow theyr fport and paſtime, then to come to the 

church co heare of chrift. And as for our rich men,who 

ſecth not that they will make greet haſt toſee a _ 
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The fi mners conuerſion. 


ditie, but will ſcarce come out of doores to heare a Ser- 
mon ? 

They come to church, as Nichodemus cam to Chriſt 
by night, as if they were aſhamed to come to Church: 
but they runne after profit to get riches, as Gchezi ran 
after Naaman the vSir1an to get a bribe. 

Thus hath Zacchers ewo lets : that hee could not ſee 
Chriſt, the one in the people,the other in himſelfc: and 
we have many lets to with-draw vs from Chriſt, ſome 
are externall, and without vs, as the inticements of the 
world, and ſome are internall and within vs, as the tuſts 
of our ownefle{h. The preaſc of the people hindereth 
Zacchers from leeing Chriſt in his humility, & the mul- 
titude of our {innes doe pre{le vs downe, that wee can- 
not ſee Chriſt in glory. Zacchers was a man of little 
ſtature,& that hindred him from ſceing Chriſt in carth, 
and we are men of little faith , and that is the cauſe wee 
cannot behold Chriſt in heauen. 

Though Zacchers was a man of little ſtature, yet it 
appeareth that he was not a man of little wit : For when 
he could not come to the ſight of Chriſt for the multi- 
tude, hee had the wit to runne before, and toclime vp 
Into a tree to obraine his purpoſe . And for the molt 

art it falleth out , that men of low ſtature, are men of 
bizh conceite, and the ſhorteſt bodies, have the ſharpeſt 
wits, God fo prouiding, that the defets of their bodies 
might be ſupplied with the gifts of their minde . Nowe 
Zacchens, that before was loth to moue his foote from 
the cuſtome-houſe for loſing his profit, begins to runne 
after Chriſt for feare ofa greater loſle, like Eliza that 
left his plowing, and ranne after Elias to follow his new 
vocation. But Zacchews doth not onely runne, but alſo 
climbe vp into a tree to ſee Chriſt : A ſtrange thing that 
Zacchenus arich man, and a chiefe cuſtomer, ſhould be- 
haue hunſclf ſo childiſhly in the ſight of ſo great a mul- 
titudez but the defire hee had to ſee Chrilt, _—_ him 

rget 


to ſee Chriſt, not reſpeRing his eaſe or pleaſure. 


The ſinners connerſton. 
forget himſclfe : and ro commit ſuch things as were not 

fieeing for his ſtate and credite. So they that will follow , 
Chrilt, muſt make account to doe many things contfa- — * 
rie tothe faſhion of the world , and their owne lyking, 

If Chriſt himſelf were content to leaue the glory which 

he had with his Father co come downe to vs, ſhall not 

we be content to teaue the reputation which wee haue 

with men to goe vp to him ? 

Bue alas,where is there any almoſt, that preferreth noe 

the fruition of this carthly priton, before the pollc{licn 

of that heauenly Manſion : and had rather hazard the 

hope which they haue of eternall glory, then leele the 

preſent enioying of their fading pleaſure. 

The ambitious man hunteth after honour , and will 

not leeſe an inch of his eſtimation . The couerous man 

ſcekes after profit, and counts (hke Iudas) all loſt that |, .. . 
comes not to his bagges. Andthe voluptuous man be. 
ſtowes his time in pleaſure, and thinketh that his chiefe 

felicitie , Thus euery man makes his heauen of that 
wherein he molt delighteth, and is content to take great 
paines to accompliſh his fond defires. But heere Zac- 
cherg is of an other mind, for being a publique cfhcer, 
he climbs into a tree, which ſtoode not with his grauity : 
and being a rich man, hee runnes to ſee Chriſt , which 
was not for his worldly profit ; yea,he takes great paines 


Thus muſt wee be affeftedif wee defire trocome to 
Chriſt, chat neither honours, nor preferments, nor p10- 
fit, nor pleafure,nor kindred nor friends, be able to hold 
vs backe : We muſt be ready not onely to runne, but al- 
fo to climb (if neede require) as Zacches did: that is, to Math z, 22. 
take ſome paine and erauaile to hauc a fight of Chriſt. _ Mage 
The Queene of the South, vndertooke a great and "WY 
tedious journey to heare the wiſedome of Salomon, but : 
weare loth to take any paine to heate one that is greater 


thea Salomon. 
The 


The ſinners connerſion, 
The people in Dauids time brought ſo much trea- 


7,Cht.29.9. ſure, and ſo many gifts to the building of Gods Tem- 


ple, that the Prieſts were fainc to bid them ceafe, but a 
great part of the people in our time, are ſo ſparing of 
their paines and colt, that they thinke that very ume 
mifpent which is imployed in the ſeruice of God : and 
that money ill beſtowed, which is giuen to the mainte- 
nance of his Miniſters, 

V Vhen Zaccheus could not fee Chriſt for the mul- 
titude, he chmbes into a tree, that groweth in the way 
where hee was to paſle, that from a tree hee mighe be= 
holde him, which was to ſuftcr on a tree for mans ſal- 
uation. So when we cannot drawe neere to Chriſt, by 
reaſon of our ſinnes that preſſe vs downe,we will chmb 
vp by alwely fayth, which is the erce of lyfe, that gro- 
weth in the way to eternall iſe, that fo with the eyes of 
our fayth, we may bchold him that dyed for our finnes 
vpon a trec. 

It was a viild Figge tree that Zacchers climbed, but 
notlyke that vnfruitefull one which our Sauiour cur- 
ſed: for this bare moſt pretious fruite , cucn ſuch as 
Chriſt hunſelfe vouchſafed to pluck. A happy tree that 
bare ſuch pretious fruite as Zacchers was , but thrice 
happy Zacchers, that ſo happily climbed on that hap- 
pic tree. 

This tree grew in the way that Chriſt was to paſſe,for 
elſe Zacchers might haue climbed to no purpoſe: Soif 
we deſire to finde Chriſt, we muſt ſecke himin the way 
where he hath promiſed to ſhew himſelfe vnto vs, that 
15.1n his holy Temple,where his word is duly preached, 
and his Sacraments reuerently adminiſtred , for where 


Math.r9,20 two or three are ſo gathered together, he hath promuſed 


to be preſent atorglt them. 


| faketh from him his harncſle wherein he truſted, and 


T he ſinners conuerſion. 


The third circumHance. of 


| — 


When Chrift came to the place, hee looked vp and ſaws 
Zacchens. P 


As Zaccheus ranne before to ſee Chriſt, ſo Chriſt fol- , p., x, 
lowed after to ſee Zacchens . Sathan for his part went a- Toh. 1o./ 
bout like a rearmg Lyon, ſeeking to denoure bm, but Chriſt I 
for his part goeth about like a good ſheepheard, min- Luk,rr,>2. 
ding to ſauc him. And although ſathan a ſtrong armed 

man, had taken ſome poſleſſion inthe heart of Zacche- 


zs,yet Chriſt aſtronger then he commeth vnarmed,and 


reſcucth the ſpoile. 

Chriſt comes to the place where 'Zaccheus was, be- 
cauſe otherwiſe it had beene vnpollible for Zacchens to 
come to his preſence : for vnleſſe the Lord vouchſafe 
ro come vnto vs, wee cannot attaine tothe preſence of 
God. Asnoman might haue any acceſſe to King A(- 
ſacrus, except he {ſtretched out his golden Scepter : fo 
no man may come to Chriſt, vnleſle he be called by the 
golden Scepter of his ſacred word. 

Chritt looked vp and ſawe Zacchens , before Zaccheus 
could looke downe to behold him. Thus doth the Lord 
preuent vs with his mercy, whom he might caſt off in 
his juſtice: and if hee perceaue 11 vs a willing minde to 
come vnto him,he is content to come firſt vnto vs. And 
hke that good Father, Luk,15,to behold vs while we are 
yet a great way off, and to haue compaſllion on vs. 

When Iobs three friends that came to viſite him in his Iob,z, 12. 
great calamity, lift vp their eyes a farre off, they knew 
not Tob, becauſe he was ſo ſore afflicted. But Chriſt who 
is the mirrour of true friendſhip, cannot ſo ſoone forget 
his friends, howſocuer they be diſguiſed . He knoweth 

his own ſheep wherclocuer he ſeceth them, Ioh.1 ——_ | 
ct 


Hefter, +- 


The ſviners conuerſion, 
ther they be vnder the Figge tree as Narthaniell was, or 
vpon the Figge tree as Zaccheus was, hee hath reſpe& 
vato them. And it they haue a dcelire to ſeeke,they hal 
3 be ſure to finde. Math. 7. And if they labour and are 
Pp: > heauy laden, he will refreſh them, Math. 14 . Chriſt is 
. now come to the place where Zacchers is to be called; 
and as Abraham,Gene.2 2.lift vp his eyes and ſaw in the 
buſh a Ramme that was to be ſacrificed,ſo Chrilt lifting 
vp his cycs, ſaw in the tree Zacchera the ſinner that was 
to be conuerted . And nowe begins the conuerſion of 
Zacchers, for now Chriſt begins to ſpeake vnto him. 

Zacchens deſired onely to ſee Chnit, but now Chriſt 
calleth him by name, and offereth his owne ſelfe vnto 
him. This was more then Zacchexs expetted, & yet no 
more than Chriſt vouchſafeth, namely, to give more 

Iohn.r, thanis deſired. The ſick of the palfic that asked health, 
Lukez5, obtained alſo forgiuenes of finnes . Salomon defired 
— wiſedom, and the Lord gaue him wiſedom and aboun- 
G <4 :o, danceof wealth befide . Tacob asked but meate & cloa- 
| thing, and God made him a great rich man. And Zac- 
chens deſired onely to haue a ſight of Chriſt, and was fo 
happy as to entertaine him into his houſe. 
Rom.'0.12 Thusthe Lord that is rich in mercy to all that call vp- 
tphc-2,4: pon him, vſeth oftentimes fo giue more then we aske : 
*c76m 25* and hee that 18 alwayes found of them that ſeeke him 
with their whole heart, is found alſo ſometime of Gen- 
tiles that knewe not God. Efay, 6r. 1. Letvs therefore 
that were ſometime finners of the Gentiles, ſccke the 
Rom.10,20 | ord as Zacchexs did, while he may be found, and call 
Fay,55- vpon him while heisnigh . He will be found of them 
that ſeeke him hartily, & 1s nigh to all them that call vp- 
pon him faithfully, Plal.145.18. 

Z acchers come downe at once . Nowe Chriſt begins to 
call Z acchers from the tree to be conuerted, as God cal- 
led Adam fro among the trees of the garden to be cur- 

{cd. Gen. 3. Betore,Zacchers was too low, and therfore 
was 


T be ſinners conuerſion. 
was faine to climbe, but now hee is too high,and there» 
forc he muſt come downe. And we (for the moſt part) 
are eyther too high, or too low, too hote, or too colde, 
too quick, or too ſlothfull in the Lords buſines. Some- 
time we flock together to heare a Sermon,like the peo- 
ple,Lukt 3. that preſſed vpo Chrilt to heare the word, 
and anon we run toſce ſome pleaſant paſtime, like the 
Athenians, whoſe cares alwayes itched: to heare ſome 
newes. . 

Who make more ſhewe of conſcience and religion, 
then they that ſhewe themſclues moſt irreligious & vn- 
conſcionable ? Who ſeemed more confident and ver- 


tuous in Chriſt his cauſe then Peter ? and not long af- Matn,26, 


ter, who more traitcrous and faint-harted. 

Many can fay with Peter, that they will not ſticke to 
dic before they wil deny Chriſt , but when it comes to 
the triall,they are ready to abiure chriſt and hisreligion, 
before they will hazard cither life or liuing, 

He that will come to chriſt, muſt come at once,with 
out delay, for delayes ( ſpecially in the matter of our ſal- 


- uation) are molt dangerous, & repentance may not be 
deferred. Wee mn#t make no tarrying to turne unto the Eccle.g,7; 


Lord, nor pt off fro day to day, leaFt the wrath of the Lorde 
breake forth ſndadenty, and we be deftroyed mm our ſecuritie, 
«14 perriſh in the time of vengeance. When the Lorde is 
minded to doe vs good, hee will haue vs come quicklie, 
like Ioſeph , Genefis 45. 9. that in the timeof famine, 
would hauc his Fatlier Iacob to come downe quicklie 
vnto him, to ſoiourne in Egipt , where there was ſome 
lentie of foode. 

As the children of this world are very nimble to work 
wickednes, ſo the children of I1ght ſhould be as nimble 
to followe goodnes. Tudas was nimble to betray chriſt, 
Tohn 13.27. and the bad debtors, Luke 15. could litte 
downe quickly to miſreckon theyr creditor: ſo let vs 
com quickly to hear of chriſt, = chriſt may accept of 

VS 
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The ſinners connerſion, 


ther they be vnder the Figge tree as Narthaniell was, or 
vpon the Figge tree as Zaccheus was, hee hath reſpe& 
vato them. And if they haue a delire to ſeeke,they ſhal 
Z be ſure to finde. Math. 7. And if they labour and are 
2% heauy laden, he will refreſh them, Math. 14 . Chriſt is 
A | now come to the place where Zacchers is to be called; 
- and as Abraham,Gene.22.lift vp his eyes and ſaw in the 
__ buſh a Ramme that was to be ſacrificed, ſo Chrilt lifting 
3 vp his eyes, ſaw in the tree Zacchers the ſinner that was 
to be conuerted . And nowe begins the converſion of 
Zacchens, for now Chriſt begins to ſpeake vnto him. 
Zaccheus defired onely to fee Chnit, butnow Chriſt 
calleth him by name, and offereth his owne ſelfe vnto 
5 | him. This was more then Zacchens expetted, & yet no 
E:, more than Chriſt vouchſafeth, namely, to give more 
A Iokn.r, than is defired. The fick of the palſic that asked health, 
Luke,zs%, obtained alſo forgiuenes of finnes . Salomon defired 
1,K2.3- wiſedom, and the Lord gauc him wiſedom and aboun« 
gh | danceof wealth beſide . Tacob asked but meate & cloa- 
"Lf ing, and God made him a great rich man. And Zac- 
cheus deſired onely to have a ſight of Chriſt, and was ſo 
happy as to entertaine him into his houſe. 
Rom.'0.12 Thus the Lord that is rich in mercy to all that call vp- 
thc.2,4: pon him, vſeth oftentimes to giue more then we aske : 
cen 32* and hee that 1s alwayes found of them that ſecke him 
with their whole heart, is found alſo ſometime of Gen- 
tiles that knewe not God. Efay, 5s. 1. Letvs therefore 
that were ſometime ſinners of the Gentiles, ſccke the 
Rom.10,20 ] ord as Zaccheus did, while he may be found, and call 
Flay,5'5- vpon him while he is nigh . He will be found of them 
that ſeeke him hartily, & 1s nigh to all them that call vp- 
pon him faithfully, Plal.145. 18. 
Z acchers come done at once . Nowe Chriſt begins to 
call Zacchers from the tree to be conuerted, as God cal- 
Y led Adam fro among the trees of the garden to be cur- 
E> ſed. Gen. 3. Betore,Zacchers was too low, and therfore 
| was 
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| T be ſinners conuerſion. 

Þ was faine to climbe, but now heeis too high,and there- 

forc he muſt come downe. And we (for the moſt part) . 

are eyther too high, or too low, too hote, or too colde, 

too quick, or too ſlothfull in the Lords buſines. Some- 

time we flock together to heare a Sermon,like the peo- 

ple, Luke 5. that preſſed vp6 Chriſt to heare the word, = 

and anon we run to-ſce ſome pleaſant paſtime, like the <a 
Athenians, whoſe cares alwayes itched to heare ſome 07» 
newes, . 

Who make more ſhewe of conſcience and religion, 
then they that ſhewe themſelues moſt irreligious & vn- + 
conſcionable ? Who ſeemed more confident and ver- 
tuousin Chriſt his cauſe then Peter ? andnot long af- Main,z6, 
ter, who more traitcrous and faint-harted. 

Many can fay with Peter, that they will not ſticke to 
dic before they wil deny Chriſt, but when it comes to 
the triall,they are ready to abiure chriſt and hisreligion, 
before they will hazard cither life or liuing, 

He that will come to chriſt, muſt come at once,with- 
out delay, for delayes ( ſpecially in the matter of our ſal- 
uation) are molt dangerous, & repentance may not be , 
deferred. Wee mnt make no tarrying to turne onto the Ecde.g.n; 
Lord, nor pt off fro day to day, leaFt the wrath of the Lorde 
breake forth ſnddenty, and we be detroyed m our ſecuritte, 

«1d perriſh in the time of vengeance. When the Lorde is 
C-? minded to doe vs good, hee will haue vs come quicklie, 
| like Ioſeph , Genefis 45. 9. that in the time of famine, 
would hauc his Father Iacob to come downe quicklie 
vnto him, to ſoiourne in Egipt , where there was ſome 

- plentic of foode. 2 
Bi. As the children of this world are very nimble to work 
wickednes, ſo the children of light ſhould be as nimble 
to followe goodnes. Tudas was nimble to betray chriſt, 
Tohn 13.27. and the bad debtors, Luke 15. could fitte 
downe quickly to miſreckon theyr creditor: ſo let vs 
com quickly to hear of chriſt, that chriſt may accept of 
. VS 


The ſinners connerſton, 
vs quicklie; let vs be nimble to. make our account be- 
Luke.14,28 fgre,that we do not (like the fooliſh builder) come ſhort 
of our reckoning. 

But why muſt Zaccheus come downe ſo haſtily ? e. 
uen fo entertaine chriſt into his houſe. Foy ro day, (ſaith 
chnlt) [ mu$t abide with thee. T his was 1oyfull newes to 
little Zaccheus. Not long before, he wanted meanes to- | 
ſee chriſt, but mow hee hath opportunitie to entertaine 
him into his houſe. 

There was more humanitie in chriſt then in Zacche- 
us : for if chriſt had not bidden himſelre to dinner, hee 
had not beene bidden for Zaccheus : So if chriſt do not |. 

Math,35:40 offer humſelfe vnto vsin his afflicted members,hec may 
ooclong cnough before wee will offer him any enter- 
tainement, As often as the poore craueth any relcefe at 
our handes, let vs imagine that chriſt asketh ſomething 
of vs: but as Zaccheus muſt entertaine him preſentlic 
without delay, fo let vs be readie to helpe then preſent- ; 
lie, becauſe they ſtandin need of preſent helpe. And as 
he mult receiue chriſt into his houſe, ſo we muſt make 

| account to receive hisneedy members into our houſes. 

Luke,t6, Andas the vniult ſteward procurcth himſelfe triendes 
with his maiſters goods, ſo let vs make the poore to bee 
our friendes, by our beneficence and bountie towardes 
them, that ſo recciuing them (when they haue neede) 
into our earthly houſes, they may receive vs when wee 
ſtand m greateſt neede, into everlaſting habitations, 

They that were inuited to the marriage, Math,22. re- 
fuſed to come; but chriſt is content to come to 7ac« 
cheus houſe before hee was inuited , Wherein alſo hee 
ſhewerh his great humrlitie, in comming betore he was 
requelted, as they bewrayed their great arrogancie, in 
refufing to come being ſolemnely bidden. It was apart 
of great humihtie, that hee that was moſt free from fin, 
woulde vouchſafe to come into a ſinners houſe: but it 
was a ligne of great humilitic, that he would beyray his | 
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The ſinkers conuerfion, 
great neceſlicic, and ſecke for ſuccour at afinners hand. 

\ Alas poore humble Sauiour , who though thou bee 
Lord of heauen and carth,as thou art the ſonne of God, 
yet asthouart the ſonne of nan, hait not wheron to lay 
thy head, Math .8. 

How iultly did thy prophet Teremie wonder at thy 
hamble pouertie, ſaying 3 © thou hope of 7/raell, the Sa- lete, t4, 
monr thereof in the time of trouble, why art thou as a ſtran« 
ger in the Lande, or as one that paſſeth by to tarry for a 
»:2ht? The ſonine of God vouchſateth to come, & that 
vnrequeſted, toa finful mans houſe; a — fauour 2 

tie known vns . 
to him 3 O ſtrange humilitie ! Heere therefore appea- 
reth the ſinguler humanitie and great humility of chriſt 
to ſinfull men; hee offereth himſelfe to be theyr gueſt, 
if he find the willing to entertaine him for theyr guelt. 
And Zaccheus no | Ar was willing to entertaine him: 
for although chriſt heard not the voyce, yet hee heard 
the affection of Zaccheus inuiting him to dinner. 

As therefore Zaccheus was willing to receiue chriſt 
into his houſe, ſolet'vs be ready to receiue him into our 
hearts. For as chriſt ſaid to Zaccheus, This day I mu$t a- 
biae at thy houſe, ſo he ſaith to euery one of vs : This day 
7 mu#t abi 1 in your harts. Wherfore,as the prophet Da- | 
uid ſaith, Open your gates that the King of glory may come Plalm,: 4, 
in, ſo I ſay vnto you , Open your harts, that the worde of 
God may enter mm. This day the word of God may abide 
in your harts, for this day the worde is preached vnto 


you; and who knoweth whether hee ſhall live to heare 


it the next Sabboth : To day therefore if you will heare his 
woyce, harden not your harts, as did the I{raclites , leaſt it 
you harden your harts, his voyce bee heard no more a- 
mongſt you. 

This day you may gather this heauenly Manna,as the 
Iſraclites might gather their Manna fixe daies together, £x94,15s 


but to morrow (perhaps) and ſix dayes after, you may 
B 2 noe 


Plalm,9y, 
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The ſinners connerſton, 

not gather it, as on the ſcauenth day Manna might not 

be found. | 
The Lord graunt that you may gather ſufficient food 
for the ſuſtenration of your ſoules, that as Elias the pro- 
phet iournied in the ſtrength of the meate that the An- 
gell brought him,cuen vnto Horeb the mount of God, 
o you in the ſtrength of chis ſpirituall meat which here 
I bring you, may be able to paſle through the dange- 
rous wayes of this troubleſome world, vnto Gods holie 
Mountaine,the hauen of all happines,whether he bring 


2,Rcg,19, 


vs that hath decrely bought vs with his precious blood, 
cuen Chuſt Ieſus the righteous : to whom with the Fa- | 
ther and the holy Ghoſt, three perſons and one 

God, be giuen all glory and maicſtie, * ; 

world without end, \ 

Amen. J 
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THE SINNERS 


Confeſson. 


— 


Pro. 28. verſe 13. 


Hee that hideth hu ſinnes, ſhall not prosfer : but hee thas 


| confeſſeth, and for/aketh them, ſhall hane mercy. 
The Text, 
J Luke 19. verſes 6. 7. $. 9. 


. 6 Thenhe came downe haituly, and receaned him idyfully. 

7 And when all they ſaw it, they murmured, ſaying, that he 

| was gone in to ledge with a ſinfull man. 

5 8 eAnd Zacchews ſtood forth, and ſaid unto the Lord, Be- 
hold, Lord, the halfe of my goods I gine to the poore : and 
if [ hane taken from any man by forged camilation , I re- 
fore hims foure fold. 

9 Then le/iua [ayd nts him, This day tu ſaluation come vn- 
to thu houſe, foraſmuch as hee ts al/a become the ſonne of + 
eAbraham. 


O V heard the laſt Sabaoth,how Zic- 
chews the Publican was called to be a 
"] Chriſtian: nowe you ſhall heare the 
A fruit of his conuerſion. No ſooner had 
Af Chriſt called him from the tree, but 
a2 that he came downe haſtily, and recea- 
ucd him toyfully, 

L | | This was the fruite which it had in the heart of Zac- 


chews, namely, obedience to the voyce of Chriſt ; a ftruie 
; B3 more 


Plalm,2 9. 
Hcb,, 2. 


Math. 8. 


lohn,6,44. 


49. 7. | 


T be ſinners confeſsion. 
more precious and acceptable vnto God, than the moſt 


- pleaſant fruits which Eden yeelded, and a ſacrifice more 


ſweete and acceptable vnto him, than all the ſacrifices 
which the Law required. This is the ſacrifice wherewitlz 
the Lord is ak cuen when his voyce is obayed. r, 
Sam.15.22. The voyce of the Lord isa glorious voyce, 
and migity in operation, deuiding the flames of fire, & 
{ſhaking the Cedar trees. So the voyce of Chrilt 15a g10- 
rious voyce, his voyce is mighty in operation, devidin T 
the ſoule and the ſpirit, and ſhaking Zacchers from the 
wild Figge tree, whercinto he had climed. 

The ſame God, to whoſe commaund, the winds, the 
ſca,the deuils, and death it felfe obay, heere commaun- 
deth Zacchers to come down at once, and he commeth 
downe haſtily to receaue him into his houſe, and hee 
receaucth him ioyfully . As Zaccherzs could not come 
at Chrilt till he was called, ſo no man can com to Chrift 
except the Father drawe him : and as Zacchens could 
not chooſe but come, when he was called by the voyce 
of Chriſt : ſo when any man is called efle&tually by the 
preaching of the Goſpel], hee cannot chooſe but come 
to Chriſt : for where there is an ef}ecuall calling, there 
ts grace gen allo to obay the ſame. Rom. 8. 30. The 
L ord is faine forntine tocall vs often, becauſe we know 
not the voyce of him that callech vs, as he called Samuel 
three tunes, beforc hee aunſwered : becauſe at that time 
Samuel inew not the Lord, 1. Sam. 3.7. But as ſoone 
as he vnderſtoode that it was the Lord that ſpake vnto 


him, hereplicd preſently, Speabe oz Lord, for thy ſernant. 


keareth. So when the Lord calleth any man efteQually 
by the preaching of his word, all the parts and powers 
of his body doe yeeld theyr obedience, the eare liftneth, 
the tongue confeſleth, the heart belceveth, the head de- 
uiſeth, the hand performeth , the foote runneth, the 


eye direCteth,and all concurre to doe thy wil, o God, Plal. 
Such 
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The ſinners coufeſsion; | 
Such and ſo cffeuall is the voyce of Chriſt in the 
hearts of his choſen, that it maketh Saul of a bloody per- | 
ſecutor to become Paul a painefull Preacher: it cauſeth*4Qs'9. 
| Peter of a filly Fiſher man,to becomea catcher of men: M94: 
and Zaccheres heere of a vile Publican, to become a zea- 
| lous Chriſtian. And ſuch alfo is the nature of the word 
| preached, whereſocuerit pleaſeth the Lord to giue ſuc- 1:C07-3,7. 
- __ celle &encreale thereto, that it 1s able to fransforme the 
minds of mcn,to beget faithin the harts of Intidels,(and 
ina word) to ſaue.ſuch asare ordained to eternall life, 
AQts, 13 . This is the power of the word of God, cuen 
| co cauſca conſenting to the truth therof: and this is the R 
property of the children of God, to yeeld all obedience : 
to the word of God . As foone as Chriſt calleth Zac- 
cheus, hee comes downe preſcntly, hke the light in the 
creation, that was made as ſoone as God ſaid, L et there 
be light. Heare therefore of Zacchens that obayedthe 
voyce of Chriſt, let vslearne obedience to the voyce of 
Chriſt : for as Chriſt biddeth Zaccheas to come downe, 
becauſe he was too high : ſo he ſaith to every one of vs, 
come downe, becauſe we are too high minded, But with 
vs the voyce of Chrilt is not ſo eftcRuall, asit was with 
Zaccheus: for he was content to come downe at the firſt 
bidding : but wee muſt be often bidden to beware of 
pride and ambition, and yet wee will ſtill be climing, 
Thereare fewe ſo high that are content with their cal- 
ling, but as Haman was alwayes aſpiring till he cameto 14.9, -, 
the gallowesz ſo many amonsg(t vs are alwayes climing, 
cill they catch a fall. 
Againe,as Chriſt ſaid to Zacchens,To day I muit abide 
at thy houſe : {o Chiilt ſaith to vs, To day my poore af- 
flited members ſhould receaue ſome ſuccour at your 
hands. But as the Prieſt and the Leaite, Luke 10. patied 
by the wounded man leauing him halfe dead : ſo we(for 
the moſt part)paſſe by our needy brethren leauing them 


yacelecued. Thusare we eucty way diſobedicn to the 
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The ſinners A 
voyce of Chriſt . Hee teacheth vs to be humble as he 
himſelfe is, Math. 11.29, and we waxe proud and inſo- 
Jent as fathan is . Hee willeth vs to be mercifull, as our 
heaucnly Father is, Luke 6, 36, and wee are cruell and 
vamercifull, as therich glutton was. Luke,.16, This is 
the cauſe why the earth deccaucth and rendreth not her 
ſruite. Efay, 24. 5. This is the cauſe why the ſword de- 
uourcth abroad, and the peltilence deſtroyeth at home, 
Deuet. 28, r 5. Leuit.26. 24.25, andin a word, this is the 
cauſe of all the miſchiefes and calamities that are threat- 
ned, cucn becauſe we are obſtinate & rebelhous againſt 
the Lord,weare vndutifull and diſobedient to the voyce 
of Chriſt, that calleth vs ſo louingly to come vnto hun, 
Nath. 11.28. 

Zacchers was cailed but once, & he commeth quick- 
lie : but we are called oftentimes, and atmolt cuery day, 
and that by the voyce of Chriſt himſelfe, For, bee that 
beareth you ({arth Chriſt) Luke 10. 16. heareth me: and 
yet wee cannot finde the way to Chriſt . The word of 
God, which is the Lanterne vnto our feete,and the light 
vnto our pathes, Pſal.119. hath beene plainly and plen- 
tifully preached amoneit vs theſe many yeeres, and yet 
many amoneſt vs have not yet learned to com tochniſt. 
7 ercheus comes quickly when Chrilt calleth him, let vs 
therefore learne of Zacrcheus to come quicklie when 
Chriſt calleth vs. We muſt be quicke in the Lords bu- 
finefle, for God cannot ahide loyterers flanding all the 
day idle, Math. 20. and as he louetha cheerefull giuer, 
2,Cor.9.7. fo he liketh a cheerefull follower. 

Ie followeth therefore that Zacchers receaued him 
cheerefully. Still Zacchews is areceauer: before he was 
receauer of cuſtome, nowe hee isa receauer of Chriſt. 
Zacchess receaued Chriſt two waves : firſt, into his hart 
when hee deſired to ſee him: and then into his houſe 
when he gaue him hoſpitality . Many receaued Chriſt 
to houſe, but not into their hearts, andtherfore m__ 
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'  Theſinners confeſsion. 


| himgrudgingly : but Zacchens receaued Chriſt firſt in> 


to his heart, and then into his houſe, and therefore re- 
ceaucd him i toyfully . Of Zacchers his ioytulnes, wee. 
mull learne co be toyfull when we doe any thing for the 
cauſe of Chriſt : we muſt be glad to harbour Chriſt in 
his members, as Zacchers was 10yfull to harbour Chriſt 
hunſelte. As before in comming downe from the tree, 
Zaccheus ſhewed Is obedience: ſo heere in receauing 
Chrilt into his houſe, he ſheweth che loue that he bare 
vnto him. If Zacchers had not Joued Chriſt, he might 
haue ſent him to ſome common Inne : But Zacchers is 
content to receaue Chriſt into his owne houſe, yea, hee 
reioyceth to haue gotten ſo good a gueſt, like Abraham 
elat vſcd to ſit at the doore of his rent, and reiovced to 
entertaine ſtrangers that went by the way : and therfore 
though Zacchezs were a Gentile borne, yet heerein hee 
ſheweth himſelf the child of Abraham, becauſe he dot! 
the works of Abraham,loh 8,ver.39. So d1d Abraham, 
and ſo muſt we doe, if we will [hew our ſelues to be the 
children of Abraham. 


Gen.18s, 


When Abraham thought onely to have entertained Alraliam, 
men, he receaued the Angels in the ſhape and likenes Geo 13, 2. 


of men : and when Zaccherzs thought to entertaine the 
ſonne of man, he receaueth che ſonne of God himſfeife. 
Let vs therefore (as the Apoſlle willeth vs) Heb. 13.2, 
be mindfull to entertaine ſtrangers, for as much as ther- 
by ſome have receaued Angels into their houſes vna- 
wares: and why ſhould not wee hope to entertainethe 
like or better gueſts, if wee be giuen to hoſpitality, as 
thoſe godly Fathers were? For as the Angels caine to 
them in the likenes of men : ſo Chriſt himſelfe comes to 
vs inthe likenes of a poore man, of alame man,and of a 
blind man : and when he commeth, he commeth hun- 
gry, or thirſty, or naked, or harbourleſlc,or ſicke,or im- 
priſoned, and happy are they that feede, or cloath, or 


hacbour,or vilite him, when he commeth thus affhQed. 
When 
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The ſumers confeſcton. 
When Abraham entertayned the Angcls, hee was not 
only buſic himſelfe, but his wife & all his houthold were 
carcfull ro make prou] 1on for them, ſo when Zaccheus 
receaucd Chriſt into Is houfe, his whole family (no 
doubt) were no lefle wiihng and carefull to entertaine, 
Chrilt, then their Mailter was: and therefore not onely 
to Zacchens, but eucn to his whole houle ſaluation 1s 
promiled, becauſe the whole family rczoyced at Chriſt 
his comming. Let rich men learne of Z::cheas,to enter 
faine Chiiſt in Is needy members, and let rich mens 
ſcruants learne of Zacchers family, to ſhew themſclues 
mercifa!ll like their mercifull Maiſters,that they may re- 
ceauc the reward of mercy & hoſpitality at the Jaſl day, 
Come ye bleſſed, for I was harborrleſſe; and ye tooke me 1n, 
Generally, as Zacchers gladly reccaued Chriſt : fo let 
eucry one that is able, be Clad to diſtr;bute to the neceſ- 
ſitie of the poore Saints: "Fwebaue much, letys gue 
plentifully : if we hane hittle,let vs giue gladly of that lit- 
tle: if wee be not able to giuea peny, yet happily wee 
may afford a morlſcl! of bread : but it nor char, yet there 
15None ſo needy, that cannot giuea cup of cold water, 
andeuen fo ſmall a gift ſhall not loſe his iuſt reward. 
Math. 10. 41. Zareboow receaued Chriſt into his heart, 
but many-amoneſt vs are ready to drive Chriſt out, ad 
to receauc ſathan in- ſtead of him: Zacches receaued 
Chrilt into his houſe, but there are many rich men a- 
moneſt ys,that like Dives, Luk 16,wil not afford poore 
Lazarus the crummes that fall from thevr table : bur as 
the damolell, Attes, 12, opened not the doore for i 10y 
when ſhe heard Peters voyce 3 ſoby contrary,theſe men 
for very griefe ſhut their Sates, when they perceauea 
begger there. Finally, Zaccheus was toyfull when hee 
entertavned Chriſt, but many amoneg(t vs are ſorrow- 
full when they ſhould relecue the poore : like churliſh 
Nabal, 1, Sam. 2c, that rewiled Dauid, when he ſhould 
hauec rclecued him. 
So 
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So long as Iob proſpered, he kept a woorthy anda 
worlhipfull houſe, he ſuffered not the ſtranger to lye 
in the {treetes, but opened his doore to the Trauai er* 
that went by the way, Iob, 31. 32, but now many Gen- 
tlemen of the Countrey are content to ſuffer the {tran- 
OY ger, the fatherleſle and the widdow, not only to lie, bue 
cuento [tare and die in the ſrectes with hunger and 
0 cold, and never receaue them to houſe or harbour, nor 
afford them any reliete or fuccour . But as the voyce of g.,,, :«, 
Abels blood did cry from the earth to G O D for ven- 
geance againſt his brothers cruelty : ſo the voyce of the 
| oore and their pittious cries,ſhal enter into the cares of 
the Lord,& their guiltleſle blood(which is poured forth 
in euery place without all compaſlion)ſhall pull downe 
haſty and ſuddaine vengeance from heauen vpon the 
heads of theſe vnmerciful cormorants,vnleſſe wh Lite this 
time of mercy laſteth, they ſhew mercy to their diltre(- 
ſed neighbours. 

Thus you haue heard how Zacchens behaved himſelf. 
in entertaining of Chriſt : now you ſhall ſee the bcha- 
uiour of the Phariſies in dif lilving at Chriſt. #5en all 
they [awe it, they murmured, ſaying, That hee was gone tn 19 
lodes with a ſi Fr afull man. Before, they hated Zacchers for 
his vices,becaule he was couctous: now they enuie him 
for his vertues, becauſe hee was gjuen to hoſpitality. 
For the wicked will alwayes haue ſomthing to find fault 
with in the children of God , likethe ſonnes of lIacob, 
Gen. 7, that hated their beaches Toſeph, becauſe of his 
dreames : and like Saul that vnhappy King,that enuied 
Dauid for his happy viRories, 1.Sam.1 8, 29. Thusthe 
wicked when they cannot charge the godly with any 
greeuous crime, they beginne tO  erudge at theyr vvell 
dooing : and therefore not onely "Zacchensis hated for 
reccauing of Chriſt, but Chriſt is hated alſo for being 
his gue{t: When they could not accuſe Chrill for ſinne, 
they accuſe him for companying vvith ſinners : for 


they 


Math. 9, 13- 


Mutheg. 13. 


The ſinners con feſsion, 


they mult ſtill be accuſing ſome or other, for one thing 
or other, like their Father the deuill, that both by name, 

Reuel. 12. 10, and by nature, Job 16. 7, 1sa continuall 
acculer of the brethren . Ir had beene the duty of the 
Phariſies to haue receaued Chriſt, and made much of 
him as Zacchews did : but they are fo farre oft from en- 
tertaining him themſelues, that it greeueth them to (ce 
Zacchers gige lum entertainment. And ſurely, ſuch 1s 

the perucile nature of the wicked, that they will netther 
receaue the grace of God when it is offered them, nor 

willngly futter any other to embrace the ſame: like the 
wicked lewes, Acts, 13, FO, that would neither beleeue 
the doctrine which Paul preached, nor could abide that 
the Gentiles ſhould be brought to the faith of Chriſt 2 

The high Prieſts thought chemſelues too high, ro haue 
poore humble Chrilt amongſt them : the Scribes and 
the Pharifies in their owne conceite were too good, too 
wile, and too holy to receaue him into their companic: 

and not content to ſequeſter and eſtraunge themſeluecs 

from Chriſt, they diſdained alſo that he ſhould be con- 
uerſant with Publicans and ſinners, as though he were 
not worthy to be conuerſant amongſt men. 

If it were the office of Chriſt co convert ſinners, why 
ſhould the Pharifies be offended at himif he were ſom- 
times conuerſant with ſinners to work their converſion? 
It Chriſt were a Phiſition to cure the ſickneſle of the 
ſoule, that is, to ſave the people from their ſinnes, why 
ſhould the Phariſtes murmure at him for keeping of 
company with Zaccher, that was ſicke in ſoule ? for as 
it 15 expedient for the Phiſition to viſite his patients for 
their better recouery,ſo it was conuenient Chriſt ſhould 
viſite ſinners for their ſpeedier converſion . But as the 
Phliſition that reſorteth to ſick perſons, is not (traight- 
wav infected : ſo the ſoules Phifition that conuerſerh 
with ſinners, is not thereby polluted. And therefore, as 
Chriſt performed his office though the Phariſtes mur- 

| mured, 
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The ſinners confef5i0n, 


mured, fo let the miniſters of God learne by his exam- 
le, to performe their duties, though the wicked be of- 
fended. lt was the office of chriſt to call ſinners to re- * 
pentance, yea he came to call Pharifie ſinners, as well as 
ublican ſinners, if the Pharifies would haue confelled 
them(elues to be ſinners, as the publicans did , but be- 
cauſe they ſtoode ſo much vpon their owne righteoul- 
neſle, and deſpiſed others, therefore Chriſt denounceth 
fo many woes againſt them, & preferreth the penitent Math,23, 
publican that truſted in the Lordes mercy , before the 
proude pharilie that truſted in his owne merrits. 

Though Paule was a pharifie, & the ſonneof a pha- , , _. . 
riſe, yethe ſhameth not to confeſſe himſelfe one of the ***P" 
| chiefe ſinners which chriſt came to ſaue. So if the pha- 
rifies that murmured at Zacchenus would haue been (a- 
ued, they ſhould haue confeſſed thelelues chiefe ſinners 
as Paule did. They ſhould not haue accuſed chriſt for 
keeping copany with ſinners, but they ſhould haue ac- 
cuſed themſclues for not keeping company with chriſt. 
The iuſt man (faith Salomon, Pro. 18.) is the fitlt accu- 
fer of himſelf: but the phariſies are ſo far fr6 accuſing of 
themſclues, that they begin to accuſe Zaccheus & chriſt 
together, Thus the phariſtes of our time, that make reli- 
gion acloake to couer their corrupt dealing , haue this 
propertie, to think other men to be hainous ſinners,and 
themſclues only to be righteous : in ſo much as they will 
not ſtick to ſpeak like that proud people that was wont | 
to ſay, Depart from me, for I am holier then thou, and hike 
1 that preſumptuous phariſie, Luke 18. 7thanke God | am 

| not as others are,extortioners,v/urers,adulterers,arunkards, 
or ſuch like. I ſanttifie the Sabbot which other men pro« 
phane: I frequent ſermons,which they negle&: I reue- 
| rence the name of GOD, which they blaſpheme: I pay 
tith, which others with-holde : & faſt oftentimes, which 
they do ſildom,or neuer. Theſe were the ſpeeches of the yy, ,, , 
phariſics,that lued ua the tung of chriſt, whs he (o _ Luke,11,44 


' < 
Luxc,18, 


1.Tim,1,15 
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The ſuners confeſsion. 


Luke, r1,z, Calleth hypocrits: & thele are the ſpeeches of the hypo- 
Atts,26,5, crites of our age, thatſeeme to live after the ſtraighteſt 


Math, 3, 
251272 


Aluth.5,20, 


ſc of our re129ion; Atts. 26, They waſh the outſide of 
the cup, & of the platter : that is, they iuſtifie thelclues, 
& leeme meruailous holy inthe ſight of men,which can 
diſcerne by the outward appearance'onely : but vnto 
God that ſceth and ſearcheth the ſecrets of the harts and 
reines, they appeare like painted tombes full of deade 
mens bones, and all filthines : that 1s, they haue their in- 
ward parts full of raueuing, and all kind of wickednes. 
Wherefore, as Chriſt ſaide to his Diſciples, Except your 
righteouſnes exceed the righteouſnes of the Screbes & Pha- 
11/res, you cannot enter into the kingdome of heauen : Sol 
ſay vnto you, that except your righteouſnes exceed the 
righteouſnes of theſe phariſaicall hypocrites, yee cannot 
be ſaued. | 

T heſc holy phariſies did vſe to call the publicans,not 
vſurers, nor extortioners, as they themſelues were : bue 
by the generall name of ſinners, as though they them- 
ſclues were free from fin. Thus the papiſts at this day, 
doe vſe to call the moſt ſincere profeſſors of the Gol- 
pell, not Lutherans, Calumſts, Zwwghans , or prote- 
{tants, as they were wont to call them : but novve they 
terme vs hereticks, a name more odious then any other, 
whereas in the meane ſeaſon, they themſelues are of all 
others the greateſt heretickes . So the Atheiſts of our 
time , when they cannot accuſe the godly that are a- 
moneſt vs of v{urie, or briberie, or extortion, or drun- 
kennelle, or any ſuch notorious f1n, they call them hy. 
pocrites , which 1s the ſumme of all: whenas in veric 
truth, they themſelues Hoe beſt deſerue that name : but 
it makes no matter what they call vs, neither are wee to 
be moued at theyr deſpightful! yR_ : foras the bit- 
ter taunts of theſe murmuring phariſies, could not hin- 
der Zaccheus in his conuerfion , ſo the ſlaunders of 
theſe godlclle men, mult not diſcourage the ſeruaunts 
-. | of 


A. > : 


The ſinners confeſs1on, 
of God from their good profeſsion. The pharifies did 
Zaccheus great wrong for calling him ſinner, vvhenhe 
had repented of his finne : and the Atheiſts at this day 
doe greatly wrong the true proteſſors, in calling them 
hypocrites, which haue truly repented of theyr former 
ſinnes, and endevour by all good meanes to lead a god- 
lie life. Therefore, as Zaccheus preferred his ſoules 
. health before all their murmuring : ſo it behoueth vs to 
looke to our ſoules ſaluation , notwithſtanding all che 
reproches and ſſaunders that are deuiſed againſt vs. And 
as the phariſies mighe call Zaccheus ſinner, but coulde 
not hinder his conuerſion : ſo the malitious worldlings 
may take away our goods, our 2ood names, yea & our 
hues alſo, but cannot depriue vs of our ſaluation. 
Wherefore, as our Sauiour ſaid to his Apoſtles, Feare jy, .. 

mot them that can kill the body,and then can doe no more : (0 ons 
I fay vnto you. Feare not the frownes of the wicked for 
they are not able to hurt your betterpart : ſeeke not to 
- gainethefauour of the worlde, for the whole worlde is ( 
not able to ſauc a ſoule, but feare to oftende him that is 
able to deſtroy both body and ſoule in hell, and ſecke to 
pleaſe him that is able to ſaue them both in heauen for 
euer. | 
Nowe followeth another fruite of Zaccheus conuer- % 
fion : namely, his good confeſlion : for, as he beleeued \ 
with his hart vnto righteoulnes, ſo hee confeſſed with 
the mouth vnto ſaluation. When Zaccheus was moc- * 
ked of the phariſies, it ſeemeth that hee ſhould ſtoope 
downefor ſhame : but when he was thus reproued and 
reuiled by them, the Scripture faith that hee ſtoode vp 
\ 1m ſrgne of gladnes. As the Apoſtles went away reioy- 
| cing that they were counted woorthy to ſuffer rebuke **5-5 

| for the name of Chriſt : ſo Zaccheus the publican went 
| | forth reioycing, that hee was reproched for the cauſe of 

Chriſt. Before Zaccheus was a publican, and therefore 
ſtoode in ſinne very dangerouſly , like the houſe that is 
buildgd : 
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The ſinners confeſs10n. 


Luke,6,45 builded vpon the ſand,readie tobe ouer-turned with e- 


1,T1n,6, 
Math. 13. 


Luke,18, 


Luke.2T, 


1,Cor,!; 


Gala,s,6, 


uerie teinpeſt : but nowe Zaccheus is become a true 
chriſtian,and therefore ſtands in righteouſnes very ſafe- 
ly, ike the houſe that is built ypon a rocke, free from a- 
any danger of falling. 


Hebold Lora, the halfe of my goodr, cc. There are two | 


parts of this cotefsion. The firſt is his gift to the poore: 
the ſecond is, the reſtitution of his vniuſt gotten goods, 
Before, Zaccheus was an opprellor of the poore, nowe 
he is a great benefactor to the poore: before, he was an 
encrocher vpon other mens goods, now hec'is a diſtri- 
buter of his owne goods: before, he was a receiuer and 
ataker, now he is a reſtorer and a giver : neither dooth 
hee give ſparingly, but hee giueth hiberallic, laying vp a 
ood foundation againſt the time to come, 

;Now hath Zaccheus found that pretious pearle, and 
for ioy thereof, he1s content , not to ſel}, but to gjue all 
that he hath to enioy the ſame. When the rich Ruler (in 
the former chapter) was willed to ſell all that he had, & 
to giue it to the poore,he went away very ſorrowtul,for 
he was very rich : but Zaccheus, perhaps as rich as he,is 
content of his owne accord and vnbidden , to beſtowe 
halfe his goods vpon the poore, and that with a cheere- 
full mind. If Zaccheus had giuen onely the third part 
of his goods, no doubt but chriſt would haue accepted 
it, for hee accepteth the widdowes farthing , becauſe it 
was giuen with-a willing minde: but if he had given all 
his goods to feede the poore, as the phariſtes gaue theyr 
almes to be ſcene of men, yea,or his bodic to be burned, 
as ſome Romans haue doone to get renowne, it ſhould 
hauc beene to no purpoſe, becauſe it was doone to a 
wrong end. 

Nouwe, as Zaccheus was rich in the goods of this life, 
ſo was he rich 1n faith alſo, neither was it an idle or dead 
faith that Zaccheus had, but it was a fruitful] and luclie 
faith, a faith that worketh and labourcth by loue , ſuch 

; as 
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The ſinners confeſsion. | 
as is required at the hands of Chriſtians. Saint Tames 
faith, Shew me thy faith by thy works : and heere Zaccheus 
doth ſhew his faith by his works . Before, he was exer- 
ciſed in vngodly works, which are the fruites of infide- 
lity : but nowe he is exerciſed in the workes of mercy, 
which are the fruites of a linely faith . Zacchers is very 
lberall in releeuing the poore, but he 1s 1berall of that 
which is his owne : ſo there are many now a dayes that 
are very hibecrall, but it is of that which is none of theirs; 
for as Nahab and Abihu offered {trange fire vnto the LON 
Lord, ſo theſe men offer ſtrange goods vnto the Lord, ** % 
There are ſome amongſt vs, that think to make amends 
for their vniuſt dealing, by giuing part of that to ſome 
zood vles, which they haue gotten by bad meanes; if 
. they haue gotten a pound by vſury and oppreſlion,they 
are content,perhaps to giue a peny to releeue the poore. 
But, as it was not Jawtull for the [ſraclites to bring the 
price or the hire of a harlot into the houſe of the Lord : Deut 23. 
{o it is not lawfull for vs to apply the gaine of our ull got- 
dj ten goods to the ſeruice of God. 
The halfe of my goods I pine. &c. 
| *  Zacchens (aithnot, Ihaue giuen, asan vpbraider of 
( God: or, I will giue, as a delayer, that meanes to giue 
away his goods s as his death, when he can keepe them 
no longer: but heſaith, /gie, to ſ1gnific that his will 1s 
his deede, and that he meaneth not to take any dayes of 
ayment for the matter. For as before he ranne a pace 
toſce Chrilt, & came downe haſtily to entertaine Chriſt 
in his owne perſon : ſo doth hee heere giue quickly to 
relecue Chriſt in his needy members. Thus is Zacchens 
Jaſt will and teſtament, that he maketh before his death, 
and ſeeth che ſame proued & performed before his cies. 
If therefore wee defire to doe any good to any of our 
poore brethren,let vs learne of Zacchens to doe it quick- 
lie, while we are aliue,for time will preuent vs.and death 
wil preuent vs. I know there would be many that would 
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be willing to giue ſome part of their goods to the poore 
before their $9 gm Zacchens did : but that they know 
not vvhat neede themſelues may haue thereof before 
they die, and therefore for the molt part they will hard- 
lie forſake or Icaue their goods, till their goods forſake 
and leaue them . But hceerein they ſhew themſelues to 
doubt of Gods prouidence, and as it were to diſtruſt of 
his payment,who hath promiſed to repay whatſocuer is 
given vnto the poore, as it were lent vato himſelfe, and 
that not ſecretly, though they did their almes neuer ſo 
ſecretly : but the Lord will reward them openlic, as our 
Sauiour ſpeaketh.Math.6.The wife Preacher,Eccle.11, 
willeth vs to caft our bread vpon the waters,that is,to be 
liberall to the poore, whoſe watry eyes bewray theyr 
great neceſſity : or,as (others expound t)to hazard and 
aduenture ſom of our goods vpon our needy brethren, 
as Merchants doe aduenture their goods vpon the ſeas: 
for although they may ſceme to be in great pernill and 
danger of periſhing in the waters, yet commonly it fal- 
leth out, that by the bleſſing of God they returne with 
greater profit. So albeit the releefe that 15 beſtowed vp- 


pon our ciſtreſled neighbours may ſeeme to be lolt,yer- 


as the wiſe man faith,aftera time we ſhall find it againe : 
and as the precious oyle deſcended from Aarons beard 
tothe skirts of his cloathing , fo certainely the oyle of 
mercy and charity which we poure into the wounds of 
our diſtreiled brethren, ſhail deſcend into our owne 


ſoules, and as the widdowes oyle was encrealed in the 


crufe , becauſe ihe releeued the Lordes Prophet, fo 
ſhall this precious oyle beſtowed vpon the poore, be 
returned vpon our heads in great meaſure. Thus is Zac- 
che erall, as you ſee: for hee giueth away halfe his 
goods, but hee giuesit not to therich, that might give 
£0 lim againe, but hee gives it tothe poore that cannot 
requite him: to teach vs vpon whom we ſhould beſtow 
our almes. As God that is rich in mercy,giucth all things 
vanto 
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ynto vs that cannot requite him : ſo the rich men of this 
world(if they hauc any ſparke of mercy in them)ſhould 
giue vnto the poore that cannot requite them. But a- 
monglt vs in every place almoſt, it is farre otherwile : 
for if any thing be to be giuen, not they that are pooreſt 
and (tand in greateſt neede, but they that can make beſt 
friends arc belt preferred. Thus Diues is {till enriched, 
and Lazarus is ſtill reieted. If we ſend to a great man, Luke, 16, 
weſend an Oxe fora preſent : but if we fend to a poore | 
man, we ſend a cruſt for an almes. Therefore as Chriſt Maths 12+ 
faid to the Tewes,that the Nmiuites ſhould riſe in judge- 
ment againſt them, becauſe they repented at Tonas prea- 
ching : ſo it may be ſaid vnto vs, that Zacchezs ſhallriſe 
in iudgement againſt vs, and condemne vs; for he ſhe- 
wed great mercy vponthe poore, but we are void of all 
compalſion. 

Thus you haue heard the firſt part of Zacchens con- 
fellton,wherein you ſec his liberality to the poore. Now 
you ſhall heare the ſecond part of his confellion,where- 
in he promiſeth reſtitution of his vniult gotten goods, 
Before, Zacchers gaue to the poore the halfe of that 
which was his owne: nowe he reſtoreth that which is 
none of his, to the right owners. And becauſe he had 
detained their goods ſo long, to their great loſle & hin- 
derance, therefore he doth not onely reſtore the princi- 
pall, which he had taken from them, but hee alloweth 
them theyr coſtes and dammages they had ſuſtayned, 
As Ioram King of [ſraell cauſed to be reſtored to the 2,King,#. 
Shunamite her houſe and land, and all the fruites and 
profics of the ſame, which were wrongfully kept from 
her ſcauen yeecres together : ſo Zacchers the cuſtomer 
reſtoreth eo thoſe that hee had oppreſled , their goods 
which he had gotten from them by fradulent dealing, 
with all the fruits and profits that might come thereot : 
during the time of his vniuſt profeſſion. So liberall was 


Zacchei to the poore , that hee gaue them halfe his 
2 goods ; 


Wwe We I one” # 
a w CET TOS 


pa bd 


a uh - bk 8 7 
” 6 | + i x P - te 
9 we 


_ RO 
p 5g 70h: bs "2 e's 7 » ; 


The ſinners con e(s10n. 
goods: and o little got Zaccheus by his vſury and op- 
preſlion, that for cuery peny he reſtored foure. If the 
vſurers & extortioners of our time would reſtore fourc- 
fold for that they have wrongfully gotten , 1 fearc me 
they would haue but a {mall halfe to giue to the poore, 
and but a little left to helpe themſclues . There was no 
law to compell Zaccheus to make ſuch reſlitution , ex- 
cept he will confeile himſclfe to be a theefe, becauſe he 
was an vſurer, and then the law of God requircth ſuch 
reſtitution. And ſurely Zacchers ſeemeth after a ſort to- 
confeſle his theft, becauſe he promiſeth foure-fold reſti- 
tution. If a man had ſtolne atheepe, the law of God re- 
quireth chat hee ſhould reſtore foure ſheepe for one : 
and the auncient Romaines had this law , that vſurers 
ſhould forfeit foure times ſo much as they took for vſu- 
rie. It the ſame law were now to vic againſt our theeuiſh 
vſurers, as it was ſometime among them, we ſhould not 
haue ſuch complayning of the poore both in priſons 
and ſtrectes. But if theſe great thecues (1 meane our bi- 
ting vſurers) that rob and ſpoile without ceaſing when 
they haue no neede, might finde no more fauour, than 
thoſe petty theeues which rob and ſtcale fomtime,when 
they are driven thereto by extreame neceflity.chen ſure- 
le the Common-wealth would ſoone be disburdened 
of that peſtilent hroode of Caterpillers where-with it is 
peſtcred. I wiſh them betimes to looke to their owne 
eſtate, & with Zacchers to forfake thetr damnable trade. 
If they hauc lued hetherto by the gaine of vury, let 
them now lament their {inne,and call to God for mercy 
and forgiuenes, lct them make reſtitution of that they 
have wrongfully caken,& greeue that they haue ſo long 
detayned that which is none of theirs. For as no ſinne1s 
pardoned without repentance to God, fo vſury is not 
pardoned without repentance to God: and as the ſinne 
of theftis not remoued, before reſtitution be made to 
men (if the paity be able,) ſo.the ſinne of vſury (which 
| 1& 
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is a ſecret theft) is not remitted , before reſtitution be 


; 
made to thoſe that are oppreſſed and ſpoiled by this ſe- 
| cret theft. Thus vou have ſeene how Zacchers that was- 
T once a hoorder of his goods, as our rich men are, is now 


a |liberall diſpoſer of 115 goods, as I wiſh they were. Hee 

that lately was a Camell laden with riches, and therefore 

vnapt to goe thorowe a ncedles eye, hath now like the 

Camell caſt off his rich lading, and therefore may enter Mat, rg, 
in at the narrow gate.Some rich men would rather haue 
loſt their lues, than forgone their goods, and for halte 
that loſle would haue prooued very penfiue : but this 
was the ioyfullelt newes that euer came fo Zacchers 
houſe, ſweeter to him than all his gold and filuer : that 
where as before, he was in the ſtate of damnation, now 


Math. 7, 


ſaluation is promiſed to him and his houſe: and where- 
as before, he was the ſeruant of ſathan,now he 1s become 
{ the child of Abraham : Now 7 accheas houſe is become 


Gods houſe, & Zaccherus himlelfe is the ſonne of Abra- 
| Iam, and therefore no cauſe why Chriſt ſhould not re- 
YN - ſort to Zacchews houſe. As Chriſt ſaid to the penitene 
1 theefe, This day ſhalt thou be with me m Paradiſe : ſo hee Luke,r;. 
ſaith heere to the penitent Publican, This day ſalnation ts : 
come wnto thy houſe, and this day thou art become the child 
| of Abraham . Chriſt loucth not to be long in any mans 
debt : for as he faith to Zacchens, To day I muFt abide at 
| thy houſe : ſo he ſaith to the ſame Zacchews. To day,and 
| hence-forth for eucr,thou & thy houſe muſt abide with 
mein heauen. Heere is a happy change : in ſtead of a lit= 
j | tle worldly treaſure, ſubic& to loſſe by theeues, and to 
{ 


ſpoile by ruſt and moaths, to haue all ſtore of heauenly 
/ treaſure,which neither theeues can ſtcale,nor canker can 
corrupt : in ſtead of an earthly houſe, ſubiect to fire and 11. c. 


falling, to haue a houſe given of God, not made with 
hands, but eternall in heauen, 2,Cor.y. 1 . Who would 
not rather chooſe with Zacchens to giue halte his goods 
tothe poore, that he may be an heire of ſaluation, and 
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the ſonne of Abraham to reſt in his Fathers boſom, than | 
with Diues to keep all from the poore, & to be tormen- ; 
ted in thoſe eternall flames 2 That rich glutton that de- 
Luke, 16, nied the crums from his table, chalenged Abraham for 
his Father, but he was refuſed, becauſe he had not the 
Iohn,3,39. faith nor works of Abraham : but Zacchezrs, though by 
nature he were not the child of Abraham, yet by grace w 
heis become the child of Abraham, becauſe he walked | 
Rom.4, 12. 10 the {teps of that faithfull Father . Abraham bclecued 
before he was circumciſed, fo Zaccherns belecucd before 
G:n.32,1, he was circumcifed. As Abraham left his Country and 
AtS,7, 3» all that he had when God called him,fo Zacchens left his 
office & the moſt part of his riches, when he was called . = 
by the fonne of God: and as Abraham delired to ſee 'F 
the day of Chnlt, and ſaw it and reioy cedz fo Zacchers 
deſired to ſee Chrilt, & he ſaw him and reioyced. Now | 
15 Zaccherzs a Gentile becom the child of Abraham, and | 
not only he, but his whole houſe alſo is becom the houſe . 
of Abraham; for when Zacchens 1s conuerted, his whole 
houſe is conuerted . As the Maiſter is, ſuch are the ſer- 
vants, if he be godly & religious, they prouc godly and 
religious, if he be an Athielt, they prooue Athieſts like- 
wile. Therfore keepe no company with the wicked,for | 
it is moſt pernitious: but aflociate thy ſelfe with thoſe 
that feare the Lord,that thou alſo mayel} learne to feare 
the Lord: who for his mercy graunt that we may with | | 
Zacchens be deſirous to fee Chriſt , joyfull to receauc. 
Chriſt, iberall to releeue the members of Chriſt, & rca- 
die to make amends when we haue wronged any of our 
brethren, that ſo with Zacchens we may No heires of ſal- 
uation, and the true ſonnes of Abraham, to raigne with 


luhn.S,s 6, 


Pſalm, 18, 


Chriſt in heauen tor euer, by the meanes and merits of | 
him,that died & roſe againe for vs. To whom with the d 
Father and the holy Ghoſt be all glory. Amen. | 
FINTS. 
A | 
[3 


A Prayer for the morning, 
O Lord prepare our hearts to pray. 


() Lord God our heauenly Father, wee thy poore 


and wretched creatures, giue thee moſt humble 
and hearty thanks for our quiet and ſafe ſleepe, 
and for rayſing vs vp from the ſame. Wee be- 
ſcech thee for Icſus Chriſtes ſake, to-proſper vs this day 
in our labour and trauell, that it may be to the diſchar- 
ging of our duety in our vocations, principally to thy 
elory, next to the profit of this Church and Common- 
weale, and laſt of all to the benefite and content of our 
Maiſters. Graunt deere Father, that we may cheereful- 
lic and conſcionably doe our buſineſſe and labours, not 
as men-pleaſers, but as ſeruing thee our God, knowing, 
thee'to be the chiefe Maiſter of vs, and that thou ſeeſt 
and beholdeſt vs with thy fatherly eyes, who haſt pro- 
miſed reward to them that faithfully and truly walke in 
their vocation, and threatned cuerlaſting death & dam- 
nation to them that deceitfully and wickedly doe theyr 
works & labours. We beſecch thee 0 heauenly Father, 
to giue vs the ſtrength of thy ſpirit,that godly and glad- 
lie we may ouercome our labours, and that the tediouſ< 
nes of their irkſome labour which thou for our linnes 
haſt poured vpon all mankinde, may ſecme to vs more 
\ dcele&table and ſweet. Fulfill now 0 Lord theſe our 
requeſts,for thy ſonne our Sawiours ſake, in 
whoſe name we pray as he himſclfc 
hath taught vs. Owr Father. 
Ce 
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